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Attention:

South Dakota law requires all motorists to stop when coming from any direction and approaching any
stopped authorized emergency vehicle making use of red visual signals. The law requires you to move over
and slow down when passing any vehicles displaying amber or yellow flashing lights.

When motorists are traveling on South Dakota interstates or other highways with two or more lanes,
traveling in the same direction as an authorized emergency vehicle with amber lights on, they must merge
into the lane farthest from the vehicle and proceed with caution, unless otherwise directed.

On two lane highways, motorists must slow to a speed that is at least twenty miles per hour less than the
posted speed limit or five miles per hour when the speed limit is posted at twenty miles per hour or less and
proceed with caution, unless otherwise directed.

Emergency vehicles include, but are not limited to, law enforcement vehicles, ambulances and fire
department vehicles.

A violation of this law is a class 2 misdemeanor which is punishable by a fine of $200 and/or 60 days in jail.

South Dakota Codified Law 32-31-6.1



To the Motorcycle Operator:

This manual contains important information for anyone wishing to operate a motorcycle. The first section
of the manual is information specific to the State of South Dakota. The remainder of the manual was
developed by the National Public Services Research Institute with the cooperation of the Motorcycle
Safety Foundation under contract to the National Highway Safety Administration.

You are urged to study this manual thoroughly to make sure that you know the rules of the road,
therefore ensuring your own safety, as well as the safety of others.

South Dakota Driver Licensing

118 West Capitol Avenue

Pierre, SD 57501

Phone: (605) 773-6883 or 1-800-952-3696
E-mail Address: DPSLicensinginfo@state.sd.us
Internet Address: www.dps.sd.gov
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General Information

Anyone who operates a motor vehicle or motor-driven cycle on public roadways in South Dakota is
required to have a driver license. You are required to have a South Dakota driver license if you live
here for more than 90 days. If you are a commercial driver license holder, you must apply for a South
Dakota license within 30 days. South Dakota law states that every licensee shall have their driver
license in their immediate possession at all times when operating a motor vehicle.

The following people can drive on a valid license from their home state, provided they are at least 16
years old:

Military - Members of the Armed Forces on active duty or members of foreign military on temporary
duty with the Armed Forces, as well as their spouse and children.

Student - Students who are here to further their education and who are considered a non-resident for
tuition purposes.

You may obtain a driver license if you:

A Are at least 14 years of age and have met the instruction permit requirement outlined in the
South Dakota Graduated Licensing Laws.

Are able to submit the proper proof of identity, citizenship or lawful status, Social Security
number and address.

Have parental/guardian consent if under age 18 for every application completed

Pass needed driver license tests

Surrender all driver licenses and identification cards

Do not have suspended, revoked, or denied driving privileges in South Dakota or any other
state

Are not in this country illegally

Have not been found by a court to be mentally incompetent, alcoholic, or a habitual user of
illegal drugs

Have no unpaid fines for moving traffic violations
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DOCUMENT REQUIREMENTS (photo copies are not acceptable)

Renewal of a driver license or ID card (must have a star in upper right corner):

1. South Dakotadriver license or ID card (with star in upper right corner)

2. Two documents proving your residential address (must be less than one year old)

3. Non-US citizens and transfers from other states must provide proof of lawful status in the U.S.
(such as U.S. ceri#d birth certificate, U.S. passport/passport card, certificate of
citizenship/naturalization, permanent resident card, employment authorization card, or foreign
passport with visa/l-94)

4. If your name has changed you will need to provide proof of the naméange (marriage certificate,
divorce decree, or court order)

For information about online renewal (available every other renewal period) gowaw.dps.sd.gov

Replacement of a South Dakota driver license or ID card (h ad a star in upper right corner):

1. U.S. certified birth certificate, valid U.S. passport/passport card, certificate of
citizenship/naturalization, valid permanent resident card, valid employment authorization
document,or foreign passport with U.S. visa/i94

2. Second document proving identity (such as social security card,-@&/form, military 1D, tribal ID, or
other document approved by examiner)

3. Two documents proving your residential address (must be less than one year old)

4. If your name has changed you will ned to provide proof of the name change (marriage certificate,
divorce decree, or court order)

5. If your name has changed you will need to provide proof of the name change (marriage certificate,
divorce decree, or court order)

To request a duplicate online (@e per renewal period) go tavww.dps.sd.gov

New South Dakota driver license or ID card (includes transfer from another state*)
1. One document proving your date of birth, identity and lawful status or presence. If possible,
select a document that has your current full legal name to avoid documenting any name
change.
Valid, unexpired U.S. passport or U.S. passport card
Certified copyof a birth certificate issued by a state of the United States. It must be a cieet
copy and have the stamp or raised seal of the issuing authority. A hospitasued certificate is not
acceptable. A certified birth certificate issued by Puerto Ricoust be certified as being issued on
or after July 1, 2010.
1 Consular Report of Birth Abroad issued by the U.S. Department of State (FormZ28, DS1350 or
FS545)
Certificate of Naturalization (Form N550, N570 or N-578)
Certificate of Citizenship (Form N560, N-561 or N-645)
Unexpired Permanent Resident Card (Form551)
Unexpired Employment Authorization Document (Form{766).
Record of Arrival and Departure jwt @ xEOE AOOAAEAA DPET O AT A 00
, Ax £01 O0AOI AT AT O 2A0EAAT O&
Record ofArrival and Departure (-t @ OOAT PAA O2AEOCAARS6 OO0AOIT A
Unexpired foreign passport accompanied by the approveddbt AT AOI AT OET C ADPDI |
recent admittance into the United States
6 Al EA AI OAECT DPAOODPT v OOATI PAA 0001 AAOGOGAA & O
Pemit to Reenter the United States (B27)
Refugee Travel Document ¢(671)
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*Transfer of a federally compliant driver license or ID from another state requires the documents
Il EOOAA O1T AAO O2AT AxAl 1T &£ A AOEOAO 1 BAAT OA AI0DQ6) ¢

2. Check your name. Is your current full legal name different from the name listed on the identity
document you are providing in step 1? Were you previously issued a South Dakota driver license
or ID card with a name different from that Isted on the identity document in step 1f you
answered yes to one or both of the questions above, you must document your name change.

If not, go to step 3.

To document your name change, bring documents that connect the name on the identity
document youselected to your current full legal name. Select the documents you will use (this can
be more than one if needed to connect the name listed on your identity document to your current
name). Certified marriage certificate

9 Court order under petition for namechange

9 Court order for name change in a divorce decree or decree of annulment

1 Court order for name change in a decree of adoption
Any marriage certificate must be issued by the state office of vital statistics or equivalent agency in
your state or country of marriage. It must be a certified copy and have the stamp or raised seal of
the issuing authority. A church, chapel or similarly issued certifate is not acceptable.

Any court order must contain your prior full legal name, your courordered full legal name and
your date of birth; and be stamped with the official court seal (date stamps and file stamps are not
the official court seal).

Photocopies and faxes are not acceptable.

3. Document your Social Security number (SSN). Select one document you will use that
contains your current name and SSN.

1 Social Security card

1 W-2form

9 Social Security Administration 1099 form

1 Non-Social Security Administration 1099 form

9 Pay stub or statement with your name and full Social Security number on it

1 I'am atemporaryforeign national not authorized for employment. (You do not have to document a SSN, but
South Dakota will verify your USCIS number. Make sure you are not authorized for employment. If you are
eligible for employment but do not have a SSN, you are requiréal obtain and present one.

4. Two documents proving your residential address (less than one year old). ! B AOAT 060
I £/ AAAOAOGO EO AAAAPOAAT A A O A TETTO AEEITA O
be on the address documents)

T Utility bill 9 Other items with your address can be

1 Pay stub or earnings statement reviewed by the examiner

1 Rent receipt 1 If you are unable to provide proof of

 Phone bill residency please see a list of address

 Transcript or report card from accredited exceptions on our website at
school www.dps.sd.govor call 1-800-952-3696

1 Bank statement 1 Mail with post office box addresses are

Y Mortgage document acceptabk in areas not assigned a street

 Tax document or 911 address
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Veterans

Veterans who have been honorably discharged from the military have the option of adding the word
inveterand to their front of their South Dakota Dri
documents listed above, they will need to present one of the following:

1 DD 214 form which shows their honorable discharge status from active duty
T Present a certificate signed by a county or tr]
1 DD form 2 (Retired)

91 DD form 2A (Reserve Retired)

Note to current or new CDL applicants. If you are required to carry a medical examiners
certificate (aka DOT medical card) you must show a valid card at the driver exam station.

If you are unable to obtain any of the required documents, please contact our office to see if
exceptions are available.

Email DPSlicensinginfo @state.sd.us (please include your first and last name)

Phone: 1-800-952-3696 Website Address: www.dps.sd.gov

Address: South Dakota Driver Licensing Program, 118 W. Capitol Ave, Pierre, SD 57501

Fees Effective July 1st
Regular Driver License or Instruction Permit (new, renewal, or transfer from out-of-state) $20.00 | $28.00
Identification Card (new, renewal, or transfer from out-of-s t at e) é é é é é é é é é$20.08 | $28.00
Replacement Driver License or Identific at i on car déééééééeééeééeM@odeé. $15.00
Motorcycle Instruction Permit (if you already haveaval i d dr i ver | i c e $0.60]|é é é &E06 .
Motorcycle Instruction Permit (new licenseorarewi t hi n renewal per $520.60)] ¢é é ¢é &BOHE .
Conversion of a valid car, motorcycle,orCDL i nstruction per mitNoéChatgeé e é é é é.
Commercial Driver license renewal, instruction permit or transfer fromout-o f st at $26.€0. . $33.00
AddingCDL endorsementsé ¢ é é é e 6 ééééecéééeécéééeecéééeéé.$10.00] $15.00

The fee for a commercial driver license does not include the skill (drive) test. The skill test must be
conducted by a third party tester and the tester may charge up to $80 for testing.

For testing purposes, the fee allows you three attempts to pass a test within a 6 month period. After 3
attempts, or 6 months, the fee must be paid again.

A one-time proration of fees is given to applicants under 21 years of age who are being issued less than a 5-
year license.
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Who Canot Get A South Dakota Driver Li

Persons under 14 years of age.

Persons who have a license or driving privilege withdrawn in South Dakota or any other State.
Persons who have accumulated child support arrearages of $1,000 or more. (These people will
be issued one 6-month temporary.)

Persons present illegally in the U.S.

Persons who have been determined medically or psychologically unfit to drive.

PREFACE

Operating a motorcycle safely in traffic requires special skills and knowledge. The Motorcycle Safety Foundation has
made this manual available to help novice motorcyclists reduce their risk of having an accident. The manual conveys
essential safe-driving information and has been designed for use in state licensing programs. While designed for

the novice, all motorcyclists can benefit from the information this manual contains.

The original Motorcycle Operator Manual was developed by the National Public Services Research Institute (NPSRI)
under contract to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) and within the terms of a cooperative
agreement between NHTSA and the Motorcycle Safety Foundation. The manual and related tests were used in a
multi-year study of improved motorcycle operator license procedures, conducted by the California Department of
Motor Vehicles under contract to NHTSA.

The purpose of this manual is to educate the reader to help avoid accidents while safely operating a motorcycle. For
this edition, the Motorcycle Safety Foundation has updated and expanded the content of the original manual. These
revisions reflect:

A The latest findings of motorcycle-safety research.
A Comments and guidance provided by the motorcycling, licensing, and traffic-safety communities.
A Expanded alcohol and drug information.

In promoting improved licensing programs, the Motorcycle Safety Foundation works closely with state licensing
agencies. The Foundation has helped more than half the states in the nation adopt the Motorcycle Operator Manual
for use in their licensing systems.

Improved licensing, along with quality motorcycle rider education and increased public awareness, has the potential

to reduce the number and severity of motorcycle accidents. Staff at the Foundation are available to assist state,
private and governmental agencies in efforts to improve motorcycle safety.

Tim Buche, President Motorcycle Safety Foundation

cer
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SECTION 1
Motorcycle Rider Licensing

This Section Covers

How to Obtain Your Motorcycle License
Types of Motorcycle Licenses

Types of Vehicles

Required Motorcycle License Tests
Motorcycle Rider Training

Required Motorcycle Equipment
Alcohol and the Law

Drugs and the Law

Special Motorcycle Regulations
Registration and Title
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Operating a motorcycle can be safe and fun when you act as a responsible rider. It also requires
special skills and a heightened sense of awareness about other road users, traffic, and environmental
conditions and a personal strategy to manage potential problems.

Studying this manual will not only help you pass your licensing tests, but it will also help prepare you
to become a responsible and safe motorcyclist.

Take your time learning how to operate your motorcycle and get plenty of riding experience. Find an
experienced and responsible motorcyclist to mentor your learning. This mentoring and riding
experience will prepareyouforhand | i ng todaybés traffic environment
crash.

All riders are also encouraged to attend an entry-level rider education course which provides
knowledge and hands-on-t r ai ni ng before receiving a motorcycle

How to Obtain Your Motorcycle License

You may obtain a Motorcycle License/Endorsement if you:

1 Are at least 14 years of age,

1 Are able to submit all required documents,

1 Have parental/guardian consent if under age 18,
1 Pass required Motorcycle License tests,



1 Currently, do not have your license suspended, revoked, denied or cancelled
1 Pass required vision requirements for the Motorcycle License.

This manual will provide information needed to operate a motorcycle or motor-driven cycle.

Types of Motorcycle Driver Licenses

No person may operate a motorcycle on South Dakota public streets or highways without a motorcycle
driver license or permit. Drivers operating a vehicle officially classified as a moped are not required to
have a special motorcycle driver license or endorsement, but must have a valid South Dakota
car/truck (Class 1) driver license.

Motorcycle Instruction Permit:

To obtain a Motorcycle Instruction Permit, you must be at least 14 years of age and pass the vision

and knowledge (car/truck and motorcycle) tests. Minors at least 14 years of age, but less than 18

years of age, must hold the valid permit continuously for 180 days (90 days if successful completion of

an approved Department of Education driver education course) prior to upgrade of the permit to a

Mot orcycl e Restricted Minorodés Permit or a Motorcy
approved driver education course, the person has successfully completed the South Dakota (or

another statebds) authorized motorcycle safety cour
be held for 30 continuous days. The permit is valid for one year or on the same date as the expiration

date on the valid documents authorizing the applic
occurs first. If the applicant is under 18 years of age and the Motorcycle Instruction Permit expires, the

minor is required to obtain another Instruction Permit for the required time. Restrictions: The

Motorcycle Instruction Permit holder may operate a motorcycle during the hours of 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. if
accompanied by a licensed motorcycle operator who is at least eighteen years of age, who has at

least one year of driving experience and who is driving another motorcycle along with the permit

holder. No Motorcycle Instruction Permit holder may carry another person on the motorcycle.

Motorcy cl e Restricted Minordés Per mit:

ToobtanaMot orcycl e Restricted Minordéds Permit, you mus
vision, knowledge (car/truck and motorcycle) tests, and motorcycle drive test, complete the

requirements of the Instruction Permit, and have not been convicted of a traffic violation during the

past six months prior to obtaining the Motorcycle
years of age may hold a Motorcycle Restricted Minoc¢
the same date astheexpir at i on date of the valid documents aut
the United States, whichever occurs first.

Restrictions: Entitles the holder, while having the permit in his immediate possession, to operate a

motorcycle during the hours of 6:00 am to 8:00 pm if the motorcycle is being operated with the
permission of the minordés parent or | egal guardi at

Mot orcycl e Oper aoabtaidasMotorcycle n s e :
Operatordéds License, you must be at | eastcaltickyear s

and motorcycle) tests, and motorcycle driving test. If a minor is at least 16 years of age, but less than
2



18 years of age, they must complete the requirements of the Instruction Permit and have not been

convicted of a traffic violation duringthepast si x months prior to obtaini
License. The license is valid for 5 years or until the same date as the expiration date on the valid
documents authorizing the applicantds presence 1in

CDL with Motorcycle: A person who already has a valid CDL (Commercial Driver License) may
apply for a motorcycle license class with his/her CDL. The applicant must pass the motorcycle
written and driving tests. The license will indicate a Class A, B or C (for CDL) and a code 3 for
motorcycle (example: Class A3).

Duplicate License: When a duplicate license is obtained, your license will retain the original license
expiration date.

Moped Operators: Youmustbeinpossessi on of a valid Operatoroés L

Identification Card: To obtain an Identification Card, you must provide identity documents (see

expiratondat e on the valid documents authorizing the ap
whichever occurs first. If you are not a United States citizen, you will be required to present a

Naturalization and Immigration record authorizing your legal presence in the United States. Driver

examiners have the right to scrutinize all documents and request additional information for verification

of identity prior to issuance of an identification card.

Any driver license or non-driver identification card issued to any individual under 21 years of age
with five years or | ess remaining until the appl i«
individual 6s 21st birthday.

NOTE: Per South Dakota law, every licensee shall have their driver license in their immediate
possession at all times when operating a motor vehicle and shall display the same upon
demand of a judge or a court of record, a magistrate, a peace officer, or a field deputy or
inspector of the Department of Public Safety.

Types of Vehicles

A motorcycle is any motorized two or three-wheeled vehicle, except a tractor or farm implement. This
means that mopeds, mini-bikes, motor scooters, and motorized bicycles are all considered
motorcycles under South Dakota law (with certain exceptions).

Certain mopeds are treated differently than motorcycles under the law. There is a special definition to
separate mopeds and motorcycles in these cases.

Definition: A moped is a motor driven cycle equipped with two or three wheels. If a combustion
engine is used, the maximum piston or rotor displacement shall be fifty cubic centimeters regardless
of the number of chambers in such power source. The power source shall be equipped with a power
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drive system that functions directly or automatically only, not requiring clutching or shifting by the
operator after the drive system is engaged.

Required Motorcycle License Tests
Cooperation with Examiner

A The applicant must cooperate fully with the examiner and follow all instructions.

A License applicants must furnish their own motorcycle for the on-the-road test.

A Pets or passengers will not be allowed on the motorcycle during the on-the-road test.

A It is recommended that children or pets not be brought to the exam station. Children and pets
are not permitted in the testing area or on drive tests.

Examination Procedures

You may apply for a South Dakota motorcycle license at any exam station within the state. Licenses

may be renewed 180 days prior to their expiration date unless the applicant is turning 21 years of age
upon renewal . Licenses expiring 30 days after 1|ic
30 days immediately following the birth date. For other Driver Licensing information regarding

locations, procedures, testing times & locations, handicap assistance, and other issues call 1-800-952-

3696; or you may visit the South Dakota web site at

https://dps.sd.gov/licensing/driver_licensing.

When applying for your South Dakota Driver License, your social security number will be requested,
and your current South Dakota or out-of-state driver license or out-of-state identification card must be
surrendered . If you do not have a license or ID to surrender, you must provide the documents on

the transfer of that license. Examiners may request additional documentation for proof of identity.

1. Photo:
After completing the driver license/ identification card application a photo will be taken.

2. Vision Test:

If you wear glasses or contact lenses while taking the vision test, you will be required to wear them
whenever driving. If you do not pass the vision test, you must present a statement from an
Optometrist or Ophthalmologist certifying that you possess the visual ability to drive safely before
continuing the examination process. If you already currently hold a license and you fail the vision test,
your license will be confiscated until you can pass the vision test or you provide our office with a
completed satisfactory vision statement.

3. Knowledge Test:
You will be required to pass a test covering the rules of the road and safe driving practices.

4. Driving Test:



This test will provide you the opportunity to demonstrate our ability to safely operate a motorcycle.
The driving test consists of normal driving tasks. You will not be asked to do anything against the

law.

Unsuccessful Examinations

If you fail any of the tests, you may not re-test before the next working day. You may wait longer if you
want more time to study the manual or to practice driving. You are allowed 3 opportunities to test for
each fee paid within a 6-month period. After 3 failures in the 6-month period a new fee must be paid.

Restrictions Placed On License

A motorcycle license may be issued subject to certain restrictions. For example, a person who
cannot see clearly

with their right or left eye will be restricted to driving a vehicle with a left outside rearview mirror.

Safe riding requires knowledge and skill. Licensing tests are the best measurement of the skills

necessary to operate safely in traffic. Assessing your own skills is not enough. People often
overestimate their own abidandtrdalagves.to be totallplonestabeut h ar d ¢
your skills. Licensing exams are designed to be scored more objectively. To earn your license, you

must pass a knowledge test and an on-cycle skill test.

An on-cycle skill test will either be conducted in an actual traffic environment or in a controlled, off-
street area.

Vision 1 you will need to take and successfully pass a vision test.

Knowledge Test i you will need to take and successfully pass the Knowledge tests (car/truck and
motorcycle). Knowledge test questions are based on information, practices and ideas from this
manual. They require that you know and understand road rules and safe riding practices. See
Section 10 for sample knowledge test questions.

On-cycle Skill Test i you will need to take and successfully pass an on-cycle skill test. The test will be
conducted in an actual traffic environment. Note: Jurisdictions may waive this requirement for
applicants who successfully complete a rider education course in the last year.

Basic vehicle control and crash-avoidance skills are included to determine your ability to handle
normal and hazardous traffic situations.

You may be tested for your ability to:
Know your motorcycle and your riding limits.

Accelerate, brake and turn safely.
See, be seen and communicate with others.
Adjust speed and position to the traffic situation.

Stop, turn and swerve quickly.

o To To Do Do o

Make critical decisions and carry them out.



Select safe speeds to perform maneuvers.
Choose the correct path and stay within boundaries.

Complete normal and quick stops.

o o o o

Complete normal and quick turns or swerves.

Motorcycle Rider Training

MOTORCYCLES MAKE SENSE SO DOES PROFESSIONAL TRAINING

They are inexpensive to operate, fun to ride and easy to park. Unfortunately, many riders never learn
the critical skills needed to ride safely.

Professional training for beginning and experienced riders prepares them for the real-world traffic
situations.
Motorcycle Rider Courses teach and improve skills such as:

effective turning A obstacle avoidance
braking maneuvers

traffic strategies

protective apparel selection

maintenance

Too Too Too Too To

MOTORCYCLE RIDER COURSE

The Motorcycle Rider Course consists of 16 hours of instruction. Anyone 14 years of age or older is
eligible. Persons under 18 years of age must obtain written parental consent. Upon successful completion
of the course, you will receive a Course Completion Card which will serve as a waiver for the South Dakota
Motorcycle License Tests (for one year after completion date).

The Course Completion Card may also qualify you for insurance discounts. What you save in insurance
alone may pay for the cost of the course.

For more information:
Visit: http://southdakotarides.com/
and http://southdakotasafetycouncil.org/motorcycle/

Or call the South Dakota Safety Council at:
605-361-7785 (Sioux Falls & vicinity)
1-800-952-5539 (toll-free in South Dakota)

Required Motorcycle Equipment
State and federal laws require the following equipment:

1 A permanently attached seat for the driver. A motorcycle may not carry a passenger unless a
permanently attached seat and foot pegs are provided for a passengetr;


http://southdakotarides.com/
http://southdakotasafetycouncil.org/motorcycle/

A properly maintained muffler or mufflers;

At least one reflector on the rear of the motorcycle;

At least one rear view mirror;

A horn which can be heard for at least 200 feet;

A brake or brakes capable of stopping the vehicle in 30 feet or less from a speed of 20 M.P.H.;

At least one, but no more than two, headlights;

A white license plate light, which is lighted when the headlamp is on;

A red taillight which is lighted when the headlarnp is on and which is visible for at least 500 feet to
the rear;

A red stop light which is lighted when the brakes are activated and is visible for at least 300 feet to
the rear.

=8 =4 =4 =8 =889 =19
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No person may operate a motorcycle with the handlebars positioned so that the grips are at or
above shoulder height of the person sitting astride the seat.

It is unlawful for a person under 18 years of age to drive or ride on a motorcycle unless that person
wears an approved safety helmet. Although motorcycle drivers and passengers 18 years of age or
older are not required by law to wear a helmet, accident statistics have shown that persons who were
wearing helmets at the time of an accident experienced less injury than those who were not wearing
helmets. The South Dakota Department of Public Safety therefore urges all motorcycle operators and
riders to wear motorcycle helmets while riding.

Eye protective devices must be worn by all operators of all motorcycles, including mopeds, either in
the form of windshields, glasses, goggles or face shields of safety glass or plastic. All eye protective
devices must meet the minimum standards as required by the South Dakota Department of Public
Safety.

Alcohol and the Law

Blood alcohol concentration (BAC) is the percentage of alcohol in relation to the amount of blood in

your body. If you are operating a motor vehicle with a BAC at or over .08 BAC you are in violation of

the law. However, impairment begins with the first drink. Even under .08 you can be impaired and
convicted for riding impaired. If you are arrested for drinking and riding, the penalties are severe.

Your dr i v e rdéiding privilegesysegbe eevoked and you may be or subject to criminal

penalties. In South Dakota, if you are under 21, you can also be arrestedunderSout h Dakot abs
Tol eranceo | aw at . 02%.

An Alcohol Concentration test measures how much alcohol is in your system and is usually

determined by a breath, blood or urine test. You are required to take a BAC test if asked by a police

officer due to the implied consent laws in your state. Implied consent laws are based on the principle
thatwhenyouget your driverds |icense you have implicitd!l
determine the alcohol content of the blood, breath, urine or other bodily substance if suspected of

impaired riding. Youcanl ose your Dri ver 6dfydurefus tosake aBAQtestone y e a

Drugs and the Law
Driving under the influence of drwugs is ill egal ar
some over-the-counter and prescription medications can impair your riding. Several states have per
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se drug laws covering specific drugs, whereby having the presence of that drug in your system while
riding is a criminal offense

Texting and the Law

It is illegal to text and drive SDCL 32-26-46, 32-26-47 and 32-26-48. Dr i ver 6s under 16
have specific laws, SDCL 32-12-11, 12, and 12.4. Texting is defined as a serious traffic violation for

those driving a commercial motor vehicle under 32-12A-31(n) and goes towards a disqualification of a
commercial driver license.

Distracted Driving: One text or <call could change it all é.

1 Texting while driving creates a crash risk 23 times worse than driving while not distracted.

1T Send/ receiving a text will take a driveros eye:
seconds. This is equivalent to driving the length of a football field at 55 mph. Eleven percent of
all drivers less than 20 years old involved in fatal crashes were distracted.

Special Motorcycle Regulations
All basic rules of the road in the South Dakota Vehicle Code apply to motorcycles as well as other vehicles.

No dealer or person can loan or rent a motorcycle (mopeds excepted) unless the person renting or
borrowing the motorcycle has a valid motorcycle license, permit or endorsement. Only the person who
borrows or rents the motorcycle is permitted to drive it.

The operator of a motorcycle can ride only while sitting astride the seat facing forward.

No operator may carry any package or other article that prevents him or her from keeping both
hands on the handlebars or obstructs their vision.

No passenger can ride in a position that might interfere with the safe operation of the motorcycle or
obstruct the view of the operator.

The operator of a motorcycle must change lanes when passing any vehicle in the same lane.

No person shall operate a motorcycle between lanes of traffic or between adjacent lanes or rows of
vehicles. Motorcycles cannot be operated more than two abreast in any single lane.

No person shall operate a motorcycle in any municipal, county, state park or recreation area except
upon the normally traveled roads or in specifically designated areas.

No person riding upon a motorcycle shall attach themselves or the motorcycle to any other moving
vehicle on a street or roadway.

No person, other than a law enforcement officer or conservation officer, shall operate or ride on any
motorcycle with any firearm in their possession unless the firearm is completely unloaded and within a
carrying case which encloses the entire firearm.

No motorcycle instruction permit holder may carry another person on the motorcycle.



Motorcycle Registration and Title

All motorcycles owned by South Dakota residents and operated on public streets and highways must
be registered with the Department of Revenue. You have 90 days to register a motorcycle brought in
from another state. You must register your motorcycle with the County Treasurer, in the county in
which you reside. All owners shall continue to renew the registration of their motorcycle during the
month assigned to the first initial of their last name. A certificate of title is required to sell or transfer
any motorcycle. The registration certificate and proof of liability insurance card must be carried on the
motorcycle at all times. Motorcycles officially classified as mopeds are exempt from registration and
title requirements. Additional information on motor vehicle registration and titling in South Dakota is
available on the Department of Revenue website at http://dor.sd.gov/.



SECTION 2
Being in Shape to Ride

This Section Covers
1 Alcohol, Other Drugs and Riding

1 Health
1 Emotions

Riding under the
influence of alcohol or

O:]her. drlugsdplosesl Riding a motorcycle demands your full attention. Responsible
physical ana lega riders pay attention to the riding environment, identify potential
hazards for every hazards, look for escape routes and make good decisions.

rider.

Alcohol, Other Drugs and Riding

Alcohol is a major contributor to motorcycle crashes, particularly fatal crashes. Studies show that

nearly 40% of al/l riders killed in motorcycle cra:t
alcohol or other drugs poses physical and legal hazards for every rider.

By becoming knowledgeable about the effects of alcohol and

ot her drugs you will see that rid

Effects of Alcohol and other Impairing Drugs
Alcohol and other drugs impair your:

Judgment i Alcohol and other impairing drugs affect those areas
of your brain that control ~ judgment. You may not be able to
make good decisions about the traffic conditions or how you can
protect yourself.

Vision i Alcohol and certain types of drugs can blur your vision,
slow your ability to focus and cause double vision.

Reaction Time i Alcohol and other impairing drugs slows your
ability to process information and impacts your ability to react
quickly to a situation.
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How Alcohol Works

Unlike other beverages, alcohol is absorbed directly through the walls of the stomach and the small
intestine, goes into the bloodstream, and travels throughout the body and to the brain. Alcohol is
absorbed quickly and can be measured within 30 to 70 minutes after a person has had a drink.

A typical alcoholic drink equals about half an ounce of alcohol.
This is the approximate amount of alcohol found in:

\ 1 one shot of distilled spirits, or
T 1 one 5-ounce glass of wine, or
/‘ — — || one 12-ounce beer.

What Affects My Blood Alcohol Concentration (BAC)?

BAC refers to the amount of alcohol contained in &
of 0.08% or above is considered intoxicated. However, impairment begins with the first drink. Even

under .08 you can be impaired and convicted for riding impaired. How f ast a personds
varies with a number of factors:

1 The number of drinks. The more you drink, the higher the BAC.

Alcohol Concentration

1 How fast you drink. When alcohol is consumed quickly, you will reach a higher BAC than when it
is consumed over a longer period of time.

1 Your gender. Women generally have less water and more body fat per pound of body weight than
men. Alcohol does not go into fat cells as easily as other cells, so more alcohol remains in the
blood of women.

1 Your weight. The more you weigh, the more water is present in your body. This water dilutes the
alcohol and lowers the BAC.

T Food in your stomach. Absorption will be sl owed

-
Donérti bk or Dono6t Ride ool\'tDﬂnk
The safest and most responsible choice is to not drink and ride.
Because once you start, your judgment is affected and your ability
to say finoo gets weaker.

If you plan on drinking, leave your motorcycle at home and find
othertranspor t ati on so you wonodét be
call ahead to where you plan on drinking and ask if there is a
secure place for you to store your motorcycle overnight so you can
find an alternative way home i such as a taxi or designated driver.

There are no shortcuts to removing the alcohol from your body or Don't R‘d0

fast. None oftheiir e medi es 0 you abvaty codave heard

showers, hot coffee, or physical exercise i will make you remove the alcohol faster. The only proven
remedy to removing the alcohol is time. Remember i your body can process about one drink an hour.
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Other Impairing Drugs and Riding

All drugs may affect your ability to ride safely. This is true of many prescription, over-the-counter, and
illegal drugs. If you are not sure if it is safe to take a drug and ride, ask your doctor or pharmacist
about any side effects.

Never drink alcohol while you are taking other drugs. These drugs could multiply the effects of alcohol
or have additional effects of their own. These effects not only reduce your ability to operate your
motorcycle, but could cause serious health problems, even death.

Health

There are many health conditions that can affect your riding, even little problems. Check with your
doctor if a health condition could interfere with you operating a motorcycle.

Emotions

Emotions can interfere with your ability to think, can create mental distractions, increase risk-taking,
create a lack of attention, and can interrupt the ability to process information. You may not be able to
give all your attention to operating a motorcycle if you are overly worried, excited, afraid, angry or
depressed.

Test Your Knowledge

1. If you have only one drink before riding:
A. You cannot be arrested for drinking and riding.
B. Your riding skills will not be affected.

C. It can affect your ability to operate a motorcycle.

2. What percent BAC is considered intoxicated:
A. 0.02%
B. 0.04%
C. 0.08%

1. Ci page 22, What Affects My Blood Alcohol Concentration?,
2. Ci page 22, What Affects My Blood Alcohol Concentration?
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SECTION 3
Before You Ride

This Section Covers
1 Selecting and Wearing Protective Gear

1 Getting to Know Your Motorcycle
1 Motorcycle Controls

A responsible rider makes a point to:

1. Wear protective riding gear.

2. Be familiar with the motorcycle.

3. Inspect the motorcycle.

4. Be free of impairments (alcohol and drug free).

Selecting and Wearing Protective Gear

Anytime you ride a motorcycle you should wear:
1 A helmet compliant with the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT).

1 Face and eye protection.

1 Motorcycle protective riding gear (gloves, long pants, jacket, sturdy footwear).

Helmet Use

Crash data shows that head injuries account for a majority of serious and fatal injuries to
motorcyclists. Research also shows that riders wearing helmets have fewer and less severe head
injuries in a crash.

Here are some facts to consider:
1 Helmets make your riding experience more enjoyable.

1 Helmets protect you from the elements (wind, bugs, debris, etc.).
1 A DOT compliant helmet does not restrict vision or mask important sounds.
1

Crashes are unpredictable and may happen at any time, even on short rides or within minutes
of starting the ride.

1 Regardless of speed, a helmet will reduce the severity of head injuries.

Helmet Selection
Protection should be the first consideration when buying your motorcycle helmet. There are three
primary types of helmets: full face, three-quarter, and half. A full face helmet
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gives the most head protection since it covers
all of the head and face. This design has a
flip-up face shield that protects the eyes. A
three-quarter helmet affords riders good head
protection and is constructed with the same
basic components, butdoesn6t of f er
and chin protection of full-face helmets. If you
wear a three-quarter helmet, you should use
an approved snap-on face shield or goggles. Full Face Helmet
Half helmets provide the least amount of
protection.

Three-Quarter Helmet Half Helmet

Whichever style you choose, make sure that

the helmet; DOT Certification Label for Helmets
1 1s DOT compliant. You can tell if a
helmet is DOT compliant if it has a Exterior Certification Label for
label attached to the helmet that Motorcycle Helmets Manufactured Prior to May 13, 2013:
states the manuf ac DOT
and/or brand, model, and says
DOT. EMVSS No. 218 Exterior Certification Label for
CERll_IFIED ' ’ Motorcycle Helmets Manufactured On or After May 13, 2013:
f Has no obvious defects such as Mf"\'ﬂ';'::eDae's‘?g/:;t;':"d
cracks, loose padding or frayed DOT
straps. FMVSS No. 218
1 Fastens securely. CERTIFIED
Helmet Fit

A helmet should fit comfortably, but snugly. A helmet that is too loose can lift in the wind or come off
your head in a fall. One that is too tight can create sores or cause headaches. When choosing a
helmet, try on several brands and sizes to get an idea of fit and comfort.

Here are a few tips for the best fit:

Cheek pads should touch your cheeks without pressing uncomfortably.
There should be no gaps between your temples and brow pads.
If the helmet has a neck roll, it should not push the helmet away from the back of your neck.

= =4 =4 =

On full face helmets, press on the chin piece. The helmet or face shield should not touch your
nose or chin.

Whatever helmet you decide on, keep it securely fastened on your head when you ride. Otherwise, if
you are involved in a crash, itdéds I|ikely to come
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Face and Eye Protection

Without face protection, an object could hit you in the eye, face, or mouth. A full face helmet provides
the maximum face and eye protection while riding and in the event of a crash. A plastic shatter-
resistant face shield can help protect your eyes and face from wind, dust, dirt, rain, insects, and
pebbles thrown up from cars ahead. These distractions can be painful and can take your full attention
from the road. Whatever happens, keep your eyes on the road and your hands on the handlebars.

Face shields come in a variety of designs to fit most any helmet. Make sure that the face shield you
choose is designed for your helmet and does not interfere with eyeglasses or sunglasses.

To be effective, eye or face shield protection must:

Be free of scratches.

Be resistant to penetration.

Give a clear view to either side.

Fasten securely, so it does not blow off.

Permit air to pass through, to reduce fogging.

=A =/ =4 = =4 =

Permit enough room for eyeglasses or sunglasses, if needed.

Windshields will not protect your eyes from the wind and debris; neither will eyeglasses or sunglasses.

A windshield is not a substitute for a face shield. Glasses will not keep your eyes from watering, and

they might blow off when you turn your head while riding. Goggles protect your eyes, though they

wonodét protect the rest of your face |ike a face st
Tinted eye protection or shields should not be worn at night or any other time when little light is

available.

Hearing Protection

Long-term exposure to wind noise can cause irreversible hearing damage. Properly worn hearing
protection can reduce wind noise and make your ride more enjoyable, while still allowing you to hear
important sounds like car horns and sirens. You can choose from a variety of styles, from disposable
foam plugs to reusable custom-molded devices.

Protective Riding Gear Sturdy synthetic or
Riding gear designed for motorcycle riders provides protection in the event leather materials
of a crash, as well as from heat, cold, rain, debris, and hot or moving parts
of the motorcycle. Sturdy synthetic or leather materials provide the best
protection. Wearing brightly colored clothing with reflective material will protection.
make you more visible to other roadway users.

provide the best
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1 Jackets and pants should cover arms and legs completely and be made of durable material.
Jeans do not provide adequate protection. Wear a jacket even in warm weather to prevent
dehydration. Many motorcycle riding jackets are designed to protect without getting you

overheated, even on summer days.

1 Protective footwear provides protection for the feet, ankles, and lower parts of the legs. They

should be high and sturdy enough to cover your ankles and give them support. Leather boots are
best. Soles should be made of hard, durable slip resistant material. Sandals, sneakers, and
similar footwear should not be used since they provide little protection and may interfere with

control s. Keep heel

catch on your motorcycle.

1 Gloves allow a better grip and help protect your hands. Your gloves should be full-fingered and

made of leather or similar durable material.

S

short so they do not

catch

1 Rain suits designed for motorcycle riding resist tearing apart or ballooning up at high speeds. You
will be much more comfortable and alert than a rider who is wet and cold. One or two piece styles

are available. A rain suit with reflective strips or high visibility orange or yellow colors are good

choices.

Whatever the weather conditions, always wear protective gear that will keep you comfortable, enabling

you to concentrate on your riding.

Know Your Motorcycle

You should get to know your motorcycle. Learning how things work and what parts need the most
attention could reduce your chances of being in a crash and extend the life of your motorcycle. To

make sure that your motorcycle will not let you down:

Read the owner 6s

Be familiar with the motorcycle controls.

)l

)l

9 Conduct a pre-ride check of the
1 Motorcycle before every ride.
)l

Keep it serviced and maintained.

Make sure your motorcycle fits you. Your feet
should reach the ground while you are seated
on the motorcycle.

Motorcycle Controls
Itisimportanttor ead your
manual to learn where your motorcycle
controls are and how to operate them. You
should be able to operate them while riding
without having to look for them.

mot

manu al fi

rst and get to

Motorcycle Controls

Light Switch (high/low) Engine Cut-Off

Chok 7 Switch
hoke (varies) Electric
Turn-Signal Start
™ 0 Switch Button ™

Ignition Switch
(location varies)

)=

Homn Bu:ton
Clutch Lever

Throttle

Front Brake Lever
Speedometer
& Odometer
Tachometer
(if equipped)

Flflel Supply Valve
(if equipped)
19 Rear Brake Pedal

Gear-Change Lever

Kick Starter
(if equipped)

know it
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Test Your Knowledge

1. What should be the first consideration when buying your motorcycle helmet:
A. Appearance
B. Protection
C. Price

2. A plastic shatter-resistant face shield:
A. Is not necessary if you have a windshield.
B. Only protects your eyes.
C. Helps protect your whole face.

1.B7 page 31, Helmet Selection
2.C1 page 33, Face and Eye Protection

17



SECTION 4
Vehicle Control Skills

This Section Covers
1 Getting Started

Riding in a Straight Line

== =

Shifting Gears

=

Stopping

=

Turning

The following section offers basic riding information on getting started, shifting gears, stopping,
straight-line riding and turning. These basic skills are important to learn before moving onto more
complex skills.

Getting Started
Mounting the Motorcycle

To mount the motorcycle, stand on the left side of the motorcycle. Grasp both handgrips, squeeze the
front brake to keep the motorcycle from rolling, and swing your right leg over the seat. Sit and
straighten the bike; raise the side stand with your foot.

Starting the Engine

1. Turn the fuel valve and ignition switch ON.

2. Shift to neutral. Do not rely on the indicator light. Rock the motorcycle back and forth. If the
motorcycle rolls freely itds in neutral

3. Turn the engine cut-off switch to ON.

4. Turn the choke ON for cold starts. Many motorcycles require squeezing the clutch before the
starter will operate. This is also a good precaution against accidentally starting the bike in gear and
reduces the load on the starter motor.

5. Press the starter button. Avoid using the throttle; the motorcycle should start without it. Many

motorcycles have a safety mechanism that cuts power to the motor if the bike is placed in gear with

the side stand down; soif you havendét brought the side stand uj
in the first 5 to 8 seconds, stop and repeat the steps above.
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Stopping the Engine, Dismounting and Securing the Motorcycle

1. Turn the engine cut-off switch to OFF. Turn the ignition OFF
motorcycle has one. Make sure all lights are off.

. Turn the fuel valve OFF if your

2. To dismount, put the side stand down. Lean the motorcycle onto the side stand, while grasping
both handgrips squeeze the front brake and swing your right leg over. Turn the handlebar fully toward

the side stand for stability.

3. After dismounting remove the ignition key and engage fork lock or other security device.

Riding Posture

Riding in a Straight Line
Riding Posture
To properly control a motorcycle:

1 Posturei Keep your back straight and head and
eyes up. Sit so you can use your arms to steer the
motorcycle rather than to hold yourself up.

1 Hands i Hold the handgrips firmly. Start with your
right wrist flat. This will help you to control the
throttle.

1 Knees 1 Keep your knees close to the gas tank
when the motorcycle is moving.

1 Feeti Keep your feet on the footrests when the
motorcycle is moving and avoid pointing your
toes down. Keep your feet near the controls so
you can easily and quickly use them.

Friction Zone

Since most motorcycles have a manual transmission, you will
need to use the Afriction zo
and to prevent stalling. The friction zone is the point on the
clutch wheretheengi neds power begin:
wheel. As you reach the friction zone, roll on the throttle and
the motorcycle will start moving forward. Do not fully release
the clutch lever until your motorcycle is moving and stable.

Correct Incorrect

Friction zone —the
point on the clutch where
the engine’s power
begins to transmit to the
rear wheel.

mot ot

t
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Shifting Gears

There is more to shifting gears than simply getting the .
motorcycle to pick up speed smoothly. Leamning to use the [ adabdblidiillll
gears when downshifting, turning, or starting on hills is
important for safe motorcycle operation.

1 To upshift to a higher gear:

i Roll off, or close, the throttle as you squeeze
in the clutch lever.

i Lift the shift lever. Use firm pressure.

T Release the shift lever after each shift is
completed.

i Ease the clutch out as you roll on the throttle.

1 To downshift to a lower gear:
i Roll off or close the throttle as you squeeze in the clutch lever.
i Press down firmly (but dondt stomp) on the

i Ease out the clutch to avoid skidding the rear tire.

Starting on an Incline
Here are some important tips to remember when starting on a hill:

1 Use the front brake to hold the motorcycle while you start the engine and shift into first gear.

1 Change to the foot brake to hold the motorcycle while you operate the throttle with your right
hand.

1 Open the throttle a little bit for more power.
1 Release the clutch gradually.

1 Release the foot brake when the engine begins to slow down. This means the clutch is
beginning to transmit power.

1 Continue to release the clutch gradually. If you release it too quickly, the front wheel may come
off the ground, the engine may stop, or both.

1 Continue to open the throttle gradually, as needed.

It is more difficult to start the motorcycle moving on an upgrade than on flat ground. There is always
the danger of rolling backwards into a vehicle behind you.
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Stopping Stopping Distance

Your motorcycle has brakes on the front and rear wheels. Always use
both brakes, every time you slow or stop. When used correctly, the
front brake can provide 70% or more of your total stopping power,
therefore, use of the front brake is required for effective speed ,
reduction. Using both front and rear brakes shortens stopping distance. A

To stop your motorcycle, squeeze the front brake lever and press down
on the rear brake pedal gradually until stopped. Grabbing at the front
brake or jamming down on the rear can cause the brakes to lock,
resulting in control problems.

Normal Stopping in a Curve

If you need to stop while leaned over in a curve, apply smooth gradual
pressure to both brakes as you start reducing your lean angle. The
more you reduce the lean the more traction you will have to stop. You
can apply more brake pressure as your motorcycle straightens up.

Turning It is recommended that
_ n o riders use four steps for

New riders must be aware of the difficulty of negotiating turns and better control:

curves. Riders often try to take curves or turns too fast. Reduce 1. SLOW

speed before entering the turn and maintain this speed. These four 2 LOOK

steps will help you learn the skills for turning: 3 PRESS
4. ROLL

SLOW 1 Reduce your speed before the turn. This can be done by
rolling off the throttle as needed and, if necessary, applying both
brakes.

Steps for Turning
LOOK i Look through the turn to where you want to go. Turn N
just your head, not your shoulders, and keep your eyes level
with the horizon.

PRESS T Press on the handgrip in the direction of the turn.
Press left handgrip i lean left i go left. Press right handgripi
lean right T go right. The higher the speed in a turn, the
greater the lean angle.

ROLL i Roll on the throttle to maintain steady speed or
gradually accelerate through the turn. This will help keep the
motorcycle stable.
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Turning Techniques
In normal turns, the rider and the motorcycle should lean together at the same angle.
In slow tight turns, counterbalance by leaning the motorcycle only and keeping your body straight.

Test Your Knowledge

1. When stopping, you should:
A. Use both brakes.
B. Use the front brake only.

C. Use the rear brake only.

2. When turning, you should:
A. Turn your head and shoulders to look through turns.
B. Turn just your head, not your shoulders to look through turns.

C. Keep your knees away from the gas tank.

1. AT page 44, Stopping
2.B7 page 44, Turning
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This Section Covers
1 Risk Awareness/Acceptance

Risk Management
Intersections

Space Management
Escape Routes
Increasing Conspicuity

=2 =4 =4 4 4

Speed Management

Safe riding is more of a skill of the eyes and mind than of the hands and feet. You need to develop a
set of street riding strategies that allows you to gather critical information to make good decisions and
avoid problems.

Risk Awareness/Acceptance

Almost all activities people engage in have some level of risk. Operating a motorcycle requires your
full attention to reduce risk. Consider the following steps to manage risk and be a responsible rider:

Rider Responsibilities

Accept the responsibilities associated with operating a motorcycle:

T
T
T

You must have a motorcycle license.
You will be expected to follow the laws and rules of the road.

You must share the road with other users (i.e. pedestrians,
bicyclists, large vehicles, etc.)

Ride alcohol and drug free.

Always wear protective gear.

Risk Awareness

Riding a motorcycle involves some risks not encountered when driving other types of vehicles. Some
of these risks include:

T

Vulnerability i motorcycles provide less protection in a crash and do not have the stability of
cars. This is why you should always wear protective gear.
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